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Agenda:

‘ History of Ink Making

A3 /
.

~,/§ Instructions: Blueberry Ink

‘ Hands-on Demonstration




Three Methods of Ink Making Research

o1.

Extraction

02.

Replication

03.

Experimentation




History of Ink Making:

Extraction

Testing of early artwork

Ex. Paleolithic cave art

Paint = Ink ?
“Colored Fluids”

Pigments:
Reds/oranges: hematite/berries
Greens: oceanic deposits
Blue: manganese ores/stones
White: chalk
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History of Ink Making

“Writing Ink” first appeared in
ancient China & Egypt (2500 BCE)

Similar organic materials to

cavemen
- Lampback with a binder/glue
- Lampblack: soot & carbon
byproducts
Glue: Gum from Acacia

trees
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Replication

- Reproducing the inks of the past

Provides historical context and
understanding for art and writing

Next step in creating new ink, or

equally sustainable ink




Experimentation

Taking the tools/knowledge from
history to experiment with
something new

Finding new processes/more
sustainable/practical solutions
Replication + Experimentation =
New Possibilities




Now it’s your turn...




Materials:

- Frozen wild Blueberries

- Lemon (Optional)

- Pipet

- Jar

- Fountain pen or feather

- Variety of paper materials (watercolor, printer paper, etc.)

Instructions:

- Let the frozen blueberries thaw out in the sun or overtime
- Use the pipet to collect the extracted juices

- Sealinjar

- Add lemon to create a pink alternative

- Use fountain pen or feather to write with ink

- Store in a dark, room-temperature space
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